
500 Union Square Drive 
New Hope, Pa 

www.buckskids.org



Leader/ˈlēdər/  noun:   
One who leads or guides  
Ability to inspire others to follow





Chicago

Bosto
n

Baltim
ore

Lancaster, Pa 
Bettendorf Iowa 

Easton, Ma Norwalk, Ct Cherry Hill, NJ 
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Bucks County

Children's Museum

…helping the future grow



 Fall 2005



 Fall 2006



 

•Incorporate 

•Secure 3 members on Founding Board 

•Develop By Laws 

•Apply for 501(c)3 Status 

•Develop Case Statement 

•Establish base of support to provide funds, advice, expertise & time

Bucks County Children’s Museum 
Phases of Development 

Phase I Objectives – to be achieved by November 1, 2006 

Completed 

Phase II Objectives – to be achieved by end of fiscal year (June 2007) 

•Conduct first official Board Meeting 

•Develop initial exhibit ideas 

•Address local community organizations and businesses  
•Consider the development and implementation of a traveling exhibit 
  Begin planning for first special fundraising event 

Completed 

Phase III Objectives – to be achieved by end of fiscal year (June 2008) 

•Begin interviewing design teams 

•Research possible facility sites 

•Expand board member base 

•Consider the creation of a traveling exhibit  
  Conduct first special fundraising event 

Phase IV. 

   Establish facility

Incomplete 

















Fiscal Impact 
•Children’s museums are sought after local and travel destinations 
which make a definite impact on local tourism economies.  
• More than 30 million individuals annually visit children’s    museums 
• The Association of Children’s Museums reports that data collected 
from 40,000 children museum attendees reveal an 
average spending of $22.87 per person, not including the price     of 
admission.   
•This spending generates an estimated $80 billion of valuable revenue 
annually for local merchants and their communities.

MUSEUM SIZE/EXHIBIT SPACE  
(SQ. FEET)

AVG ANNUAL 
ATTENDANCE

Hands On House –  
Lancaster, Pa 7,300/5,000 55,866

Easton Children’s Museum –  
Easton, Massachusetts 6,700/3,900 36,900

Southeastern Ct Children’s Museum –
Niantic, Ct

5,200/3,000 46,200































So Far… 

✓3000 Memberships  
✓1000 Birthday Parties 
✓ 7000 Kids on Field Trips/Group Visits 
✓100,000+ Visitors 
✓Named “One of the Top 10 Reasons to Visit Bucks      
      C ounty” by Phillyburbs 

What’s next… 

Expansion of current exhibits 
Curriculum Guides 
Expanded Programming





Insights on Exhibit Design 

•Use 90% child 10% toy (hardware) formula 
•Children learn best using mind AND body. Movement provides higher level 
cognition. Avoid passive experiences 
•Broken Buttons☹

•Universal Design 
•Identify goals and outcomes 
•Light text with visual cues 
•Parent engagement/participation 
•Prototype when possible 
•Easy repair  
•Safe materials 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yL5n-D_jaGM 
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4VvT1kPFHo 
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLPFMEKUUI4 

. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yL5n-D_jaGM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4VvT1kPFHo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLPFMEKUUI4


<iframe width="560" height="315" 
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/
yL5n-D_jaGM?rel=0" frameborder="0" 
allowfullscreen></iframe> 


