Case 1, Flag #42
(















(




First National Color

7th Infantry Regiment, New Jersey Volunteers
Silk, 1861
On May 5, 1862, Sergeant James Onslow was wounded while 
carrying this storied flag into action at Williamsburg, Virginia. 
Struck two times in the span of a few minutes, he fell to the 
ground and his flag was picked up by Corporal David Mallory, 
who carried it for the rest of the battle. Onslow recovered in time 
for the August 1862 Second Battle of Bull Run, where he used the 
flag to urge his men to stand their ground during an attack on 
enemy lines sheltered in a railroad cut. 
Civil War Flag Collection of New Jersey, Inventory #42
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Case 2, Flag #87
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National Color

28th Infantry Regiment, New Jersey Volunteers
Silk, c. 1862

Comprised of men from Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean, Gloucester 
and Camden Counties, the 28th New Jersey was raised at Camp 
Vredenburg, near Freehold, and mustered in on September 22, 1862.  
On December 13, 1862, the regiment lined up to assault the strong 
Confederate positions at Fredericksburg, Virginia. Just as the attack 
began, a violent Confederate volley staggered the regiment. One of 
the color bearers was struck and his flag – possibly this one – went 
down. They were forced to pull back, losing 193 of their 665 men 
in what was their first battle.
Civil War Flag Collection of New Jersey, Inventory #87
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Case 3, Flag #82
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Regimental Color
25th Infantry Regiment, New Jersey Volunteers

Silk, 1862

The 25th Infantry Regiment consisted of five companies from 
Passaic County and five companies from Cape May and Atlantic 
Counties. In December 1862, the regiment assaulted strong 
Confederate lines north of Hazel Run in the Fredericksburg 
Campaign. Casualties suffered under this flag would amount 
to 6 men killed, 61 wounded, and 18 missing. The star pattern 
with horizontal rows is typical of flags issued by the New York 
Arsenal and appears only in New Jersey units of this time period.

Civil War Flag Collection of New Jersey, Inventory #82
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Case 4, Flag #76
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National Color
22nd Infantry Regiment, New Jersey Volunteers
Silk, 1862
The 22nd New Jersey was one of eleven regiments raised for nine 
months service in the late summer of 1862. The state was having 
difficulty getting volunteers for its three-year regiments, so enlistment 
term was reduced for this set of regiments. Organized in Trenton 
but consisting largely of men from Bergen County, the 22nd left for 
the front on September 29, 1862 and was assigned to the defenses 
of Washington D.C. Its only battle action was brief participation in 
the 1863 Chancellorsville campaign, losing 6 men wounded.
Civil War Flag Collection of New Jersey, Inventory #76
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Case 5, Flag #16
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Headquarters Flag

Second New Jersey Brigade
1863-1864
Early in the war, General George McClellan created a complicated 
flag identification system using numbers. The unpopular system was 
later replaced by General Joseph Hooker, who directed that symbols 
be used instead. This flag appears to be one of the McClellan system 
flags that had been “recycled” after Hooker’s system made it obsolete. 
The new function was as a headquarters flag for the 3rd Brigade, 2nd 
Division, 3rd Corps, more commonly known as the “Second New 
Jersey Brigade.”
Civil War Flag Collection of New Jersey, Inventory #16
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